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SPECIAL NOTE: To reduce the costs of returned mail and to insure accurate delivery of the newsletter, members who have a
change of email or regular mail address should notify the chapter through the website listed above. A “Contact Us” button is
prominently displayed at the top of the home page. The new address will be relayed to President Andy Megrath.
A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy Megrath, Vice President Dave
Mathis, Treasurer Richard Reed, Secretary Jack Crowther, and Director Jim Ficken. No business was conducted.
Present beside the officers listed above were member Tom Siefring, a summer resident of Killington; Mary Megrath; and Sue
Crowther.
The meeting began with a presentation to Andy Megrath of a small marble sculpture of a
soldier, mounted on a wooden block, with a plaque stating: “Presented to Andy Megrath,
president of Chapter 1, Vietnam Veterans of America, on June 13, 2018, in recognition of his
many years of service to the chapter and to Vermont veterans.” Jack Crowther made the
presentation, citing Andy’s Chapter 1 service as president and treasurer, his work on the
VVA State Council, the Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council, and the board of Rutland’s
Dodge House for homeless veterans. As a dedicated Harley-Davidson motorcyclist, Andy
frequently takes part in rallies and escorts connected to veteran events. He has also shared
his Vietnam experience with school children and other interested groups. Jack noted all
officers and board members of Chapter 1 shared in supporting the tribute.
The minutes of the April meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter.

Andy Megrath displays the small marble
sculpture, mounted on a wooden block,
honoring him for his 14 years of service
as president of Chapter 1, as well as his
many other efforts on behalf of veterans.
Present for the ceremony was his wife,
Mary.

Treasurer Richard Reed reported a total of $54,954.98 in the chapter’s accounts. In line with
discussions at recent meetings, Richard reported he is now tracking the expenditures and
revenues associated with sale of “rip tickets” at Tomasi’s bar in Fair Haven. The tickets are
the main source of chapter revenue. Richard noted the chapter recently spent $832 for two
boxes of tickets. He also reported $1,336 in net income from tickets. Richard said he wanted
to “get a handle on what the actual return is for us.”

President Andy Megrath noted that Tomasi’s only sells the tickets until all of the $100
tickets have been sold. The tickets are now being returned to the chapter for storage in case
of an audit by the state. The bar owners, Shaun and Danielle Tomasi, and four bartenders are now all associate members of the
chapter (with dues paid by the chapter) in accordance with state requirements. Richard’s report was approved unanimously.
Andy reported that the “challenge coin” offered to all members for free costs $3.50 to mail out, the cost being born by the chapter.
From our initial order of 50 coins, Andy estimated 15-18 coins were left. Members wanting a coin can notify Andy at
vthogman@comcast.net or by mail at VVA Chapter 1, 15 Wales St., Rutland, VT 05701. Be sure to give your mailing address. If
you’d like more than one coin, send $5 per additional coin.
Andy reported the chapter has nine associate members and 139 regular members, including 124 life members.
Two additional names have been submitted for inclusion on the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial Honor Roll. New
names were recently added in November.

The VVA State Council meeting and Vermont Veterans Home picnic was to take place on Saturday, June 16, at the home in
Bennington. Andy has again agreed to serve as vice president of the State Council. Anticipating those duties will involve some
travel to Washington for national Board of Directors meetings, Jack Crowther made a motion to cover Andy’s travel, hotel and
meal expenses. Seconded by Richard Reed. Passed unanimously. Andy had suggested the action because of the limited treasury of
the State Council to cover such expenses.
Jack Crowther reported on the ground cover around the marble carving at the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. He
noted that recently the city had removed the wooly thyme that was planted and mulched the oval surrounding the central marble
sculpture. Jack, who has maintained the wooly thyme ground cover in recent years, said the plant had been a challenge to
maintain. Now that it has been removed, he recommended a switch to a plant called sedum and offered two samples. A look at the
two types resulted in a decision to opt for a variety called Dragon’s Blood sedum.
Richard Reed made a motion to approve the purchase and planting of the chosen variety of sedum. Seconded by Tom Siefring.
Approved unanimously.
Jack will order a number of the plants. Several members offered to help plant the sedum. (The day after the chapter meeting, Jack
stopped in at the Rutland Recreation Department maintenance office, which maintains city parks. A employee there said he
thought the department would be able to remove the mulch around the sculpture and put down some topsoil in preparation for
planting the sedum.
Andy reported that he planned to take part the next day in a Patriot Guard Riders motorcycle procession to the West Street
Cemetery for replacement of a gravestone for a Revolutionary War soldier. The gravestone had been missing for decades.
Jim Ficken noted that the Vermont Veterans Home is raising money to install a handicapped-usable walkway. Donors will be able
to purchase an inscribed brick for the walkway. The fundraiser will probably come up at the weekend’s picnic and State Council
meeting.
Richard Reed noted he will be conducting a fundraiser for a memorial walkway at the Vermont Veterans Cemetery in Randolph,
noting the walkway will cost about $200,000. He plans to use Go Fund Me, an online fundraising application, as well as seek
support from other sources.
Jack Crowther won the $50 drawing among those who attended.
Andy Megrath again noted the availability of marble chips from the new and recently installed marble carving from the Rutland
County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. A bucket of chips is available in our office. Come to a meeting or contact us through the
website if you’d like a chip from the sculpture.
Respectfully submitted,
Jack Crowther, secretary,
THE CHAPTER WILL NOT MEET IN JULY AND AUGUST. THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 12, AT 6 P.M.AT THE CHAPTER OFFICES AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND.
A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING.

