
 

MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
MARCH 10, 2021 

At our second Zoom meeting, attendees included Andy Megrath, president; Tim Lonergan, vice president; 
Richard Reed, treasurer; Jack Crowther, secretary; Dick Doyle and Bill Ellwood, directors; and members Kerry 
O’Hara, Carl Baldwin and Michael Murphy. Thanks to the convenience of Zoom, Bill was able to be present 
while in Florida, Michael attended from Virginia, and Carl took part from New Mexico. The others, all from 
Vermont, avoided the need to travel. Later on we discussed the possibility of continuing the Zoom format when 
we return to in-person meetings. 

A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors was held; no business was transacted.  

The minutes of the January meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 
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   Not to let the pandemic interrupt normal rituals, President Andy Megrath leads the Pledge of 
Allegiance at the March Chapter 1 Zoom meeting.



Treasurer Richard Reed reported that the chapter had a total of $45,235.60 in all our accounts, as of March 10. He 
noted that we have only received one check in ripoff ticket income since the pandemic started a year ago. 
Tomasi’s bar in Fair Haven, which sells the tickets and is the source of most of Chapter 1’s income, has been 
closed. As a result of that situation and large donations to the Stafford Technical School Scholarship program and 
the Rutland City Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, our cash on hand dropped from $104,565 last year at this 
time. “The well is not being replenished,” Richard noted. Andy and Richard expressed the hope that Tomasi’s 
would be able to open soon, for their sake as well as the chapter’s. The report was approved unanimously. 

Andy Megrath noted that Beth Higgins, who was heavily involved with Chapter 1 activities with her husband Bill 
in earlier years (late 1980s and the 1990s) expressed an interest in getting involved again with the chapter. Sadly, 
Bill Higgins passed away last May, as noted in our June 2020 newsletter. Beth and Bill served in the Color Guard 
and Board of Directors, and Beth was secretary and newsletter editor. Andy asked that the chapter pay for an 
associate membership for Beth. Richard Reed made the motion, seconded by Tim Lonergan. Passed unanimously. 

Andy reported again on the Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council. A current priority in terms of legislation is 
getting military pension checks to be exempt from the state income tax. “We’re having real problems,” Andy said, 
noting the measure is before the House Ways and Means Committee, possibly stuck there. As reported in the 
January newsletter, Andy is also continuing to push legislation to remove veterans disability pay from the 
“household income” section of the Vermont tax return. The measure would benefit those with 100 percent 
disability.  

Also on the legislative front, Andy reported, is a bill put forward to require quarterly reports on ripoff (“break-
open”) ticket sales. Andy has written the legislative sponsor to point out the importance of that revenue to the 
chapter for such initiatives, mentioned above, as the Stafford scholarships and the Rutland City fiduciary fund for 
maintenance of our memorial. The bill is H0176, introduced by Rep. Maida Townsend of South Burlington. It 
would end the current exemption of fraternal and veterans organizations from filing quarterly reports on the ticket 
sales. The sales themselves could continue. 

Andy has nearly completed copying a number of the chapter’s VHS video tapes onto video disks using equipment 
supplied by Bill Ellwood. The videos include a variety of material, including Chapter 1 activities. Andy also 
reported that he has shredded old chapter membership lists, which contain addresses and phone numbers that 
should be kept private. 

Richard Doyle asked how those attending stood on COVID shots. Everyone had received at least one shot and 
several had gotten both. 

Jack Crowther reported on his and Bill Ellwood’s progress archiving Chapter 1 materials and records in 
anticipation of the day when Chapter 1 closes its doors. Beth Higgins has recently offered to take part in the work. 
The scanning of materials is largely completed. Jack said the main remaining task he sees is organizing all the 
scanned files. As reported in our November newsletter, the digitized records include 185 photos, 363 newsletters, 
and 87 newspaper articles. The material also includes our charter and various commendations and thank-yous. 

Besides working with Jack, Bill Ellwood is leading an effort to compile photos and memories of chapter members 
about their military service. To that end, we have set up an email box, rutlandvvaarchives AT gmail.com. (Use the 
@ symbol where it says AT.) Members who wish to share photos or memories, including written or recorded 
material, can send them to that address. 

The question arose as to whether to return to in-person meetings when members have been vaccinated. Bill 
Ellwood suggested that if we could get internet service at the VFW, where our offices are, we could actually have 
a combined in-person and virtual meeting. Andy offered to contact Comcast, the local cable provider, to see what 
might be possible. He’ll also look into whether the VFW might already have wifi service and whether something 
might be done at a local restaurant with a meeting room. 

Finally, it was noted that the Chapter 1 meeting with election of officers happens in April. Customarily, current 
officers and members of the Board of Directors are nominated for re-election, with the opportunity for newly 
interested members to volunteer to serve, sometimes in replacement of those who have dropped out. Jack 
Crowther chairs the nomination committee and will offer the current slate at the April meeting. Current officers 
and board members include: Andy Megrath, president; Tim Lonergan, vice president; Richard Reed, treasurer; 
Jack Crowther, secretary; and Bill Ellwood, Richard Doyle, Bill Whitney, Frank Wetherby, Jim Ficken and 



George Henry, directors. Anyone not on the list who is interested in serving should notify Jack at his email, 
jack_cr2 AT yahoo.com, or an officer or director. 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE BY ZOOM WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, AT 5 P.M.  

Here is the information you need to join using the Zoom app: 
Topic: VVA Chapter 1 Annual Meeting 

Time: Apr 14, 2021 05:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/83160561491?pwd=Tno1T293TXh6SnRDTWVXRUFCQjNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 831 6056 1491 

Passcode: Bv8nDk 


